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(858) 457-3040 x 214
imcavoy@sandi.net
COURSE DESCRIPTION

English 3, 4 focuses on literature and themes surrounding several literary genres:  fiction, non-fiction (editorials, expository pieces, functional documents, speeches, persuasive letters), and poetry.  It is also a class that develops analytical skills through reading and writing.  A major component of the class consists of the writing of responses to literature, persuasive letters and essays, expository essays, business letters, and narratives. These writings are often a central piece to project based learning with real world applications.  English 3, 4 fulfills the sophomore English requirement that is necessary to fulfill rigorous A-G requirements necessary for high school graduation and for direct entrance after high school into California's State University and the University of California system.  Overall, critical and analytical thinking and writing are the focus of this class. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES

Excel in skills in accordance with California's Common Core Standards, as detailed at the following site: www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/




REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
□  McDougal Littell's The Language of Literature textbook (10th Grade/Blue Book)
□  The Language of Literature Interactive Reader Plus (this workbook stays in class, but the student will sometimes tear out pages or bring home copies for homework assignments) 
□  McDougal Littell's Grammar and Writing disposable workbook (also stays in class)
□  Independent reading books of students’ own choosing 

CLASS READINGS INCLUDE:
□  Night by Eliezer Wiesel

□  "Do not go gentle into that good night" by Dylan Thomas



 
□  "The Psychology of a Dictator" by Jonathan Marshall
□  "How Dictators Come to Power in a Democracy" by Jim Powell

□  "How Dictators Keep Control" from Discovery.com (author unnamed)
□  "Is Google Making Us Stupid?" by Nicholas Carr
□  "Ending Racial Inequality" by George W. Bush
□  "Remarks to the Convocation" by Bill Clinton
□  "O Me!  Oh life!" by Walt Whitman
□  Dante Alighieri's Inferno:  Canto 34


□ "Crossing the Border" by Joy Harjo


□  Julia Alvarez In the Time of the Butterflies
□  "Exile" by Julia Alvarez


□  Excerpt of Macbeth by William Shakespeare
□  Niccolo Machiavelli's The Art of War (excerpt) 

FILM LIST:  

□  Bruce Pittman's Harrison Bergeron 

□  Roman Polanski's Macbeth
Pittman's Harrison Bergeron originally aired on Showtime, but is rated R.  Polanski's Macbeth, a film modeled for use at a district Quality Teaching Training, is also rated R.  Please contact me if you would like an alternate activity for your child in place of these viewings. 

PROJECTS & PROJECT BASED LEARNING
To enhance their learning, students will often complete a project to enrich the final writing product of the unit.  Past projects have included: video productions, poetry, research, performance, and journal reflections.  
ABSENCE POLICY

Upon return from absence, it is the student’s responsibility to locate, pick up, complete, and turn in assignments.  Please report excused absences to the attendance office to prevent truancy F's.

CLASSROOM POLICIES

Students use the bathroom at the teacher's discretion, as they should go during passing periods and lunch break.  Students must sign in and out of class properly.  Non-emergency bathroom breaks are not permissible the first or last 10 minutes of class (consistent with UCHS policy). 
REWARDS & PRIVILEGES

Rewards and privileges will be awarded to students who distinguish themselves with exemplary effort, performance, or attendance (student of the day, nominations for school awards, etc.).

CLASSROOM RULES & EXPECTATIONS

1)  Follow the University City High School campus rules.

2)  Be on time and be prepared to learn.

3)  Stay attentive for directions and on task for work.
4)  Respect yourself, your classmates, adults, and property.

5)  No electronics*, hats, gum, or food.

Infractions of rules will result in 5 or 10 minute before/after school detentions to be served with Mr. McAvoy.  

*Electronics should not be out when a magnet is placed into a red area of the whiteboard.   Mr. McAvoy places this magnet in this red area during his initial instructions at the beginning of class, and during certain activities.  When a student uses the device inappropriately, an "I see it, I'll ask for it," policy will be enforced, with the student infractor holding the option of choosing a ten minute detention with Mr. McAvoy (before school, after school, or at lunch) in place of the confiscation.  Continued inappropriate use leads to seat changes, parental notification, and loss of privileges.  Serious infractions (including continued missed detentions) often result in parent conferences and/or referrals to the school office.

GRADING POLICIES
All written work must be in ink or typed, so students should bring a pen to class.

Students should keep graded essays and projects for use with end of semester portfolio.

Students are encouraged to inquire about their progress, and to follow their grade on PowerSchool.
	A
	94-100 %
	C+
	78-79 %

	A-
	90-93 %
	C
	74-77 %

	B+
	88-89 %
	C-
	65-73 %

	B
	84-87 %
	F
	*50 - 64.4 %

	B-
	80-83 %
	*Note:  0’s are not attributed to any class assignments (please see tinyurl.com/nozeroes for the rationale)


MATERIALS 
Ideally, students should attempt to have a three ring binder (2” or more) to best organize materials, and to keep their monthly calendars for the class.  Ideally, colored or numbered dividers should organize the binder's contents.
Paper - College-ruled filler paper is strongly suggested. 

Pens - Blue and black pen colors are appropriate for my class.  Pencil is used only for Scantron tests, not regular English assignments. 
CITIZENSHIP

From the ninth grade, until graduation, citizenship grades are a major cause of rewards and loss of privileges.  Students with low citizenship lose privileges in the classroom, and around campus. 

Tardies can greatly damage a student’s citizenship grade. Three tardies result in a maximum mark of an “N”. Four tardies result in an automatic “U”. This tardy policy is established by the school. 

CITIZENSHIP GRADING SCALE 

E = Excellent participation; engaged in discussion; exemplary behavior and attendance; follows proper etiquette for discussion.
G = Good participation; strong attendance, etiquette, and preparation. 

S = Satisfactory participation, engagement in discussion, attendance, and etiquette in discussion. 

N = Needs minor improvement in one or more of the following areas:  participation, attendance (three or more tardies), classroom etiquette (talking in appropriate manner and in turn), and preparation. 
U = Unsatisfactory performance in one or more of the following areas:  participation, attendance (four or more tardies), classroom etiquette (talking in appropriate manner and in turn), and preparation.  
INDEPENDENT READING/READING FOR PLEASURE 

During certain periods of time within the first semester, each student will read independent reading books inside and outside of class that are appropriate towards improving his or her reading level.  Students should dedicate at least thirty minutes each night towards reading on average twenty pages a night.  Even when these independent reading units are not occurring as part of class, I highly recommend that students read independently for at least thirty minutes a night.  Even magazines, especially those that cater to not just teens but to educated, adult audiences, are effective in developing vocabularies and bettering reading skills.  Note that Sports Illustrated, with a Lexile Score of 1040, is not far behind Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, which boasts a Lexile Score of 1100.
LATE WORK POLICIES 

Homework:  Late work on homework is not accepted unless it is due to an excused absence. 
Essays and Projects:  Essays and projects are typically accepted one or two days late, but with a penalty of a significantly lowered grade (one day late is usually lowered at least one full letter grade, etc.)

Sports, dance practice, etc. do not excuse the student from doing schoolwork.  Hospitalization, car accidents, power outages, etc. would be negotiable reasons. 

MAKE-UP WORK 

Students are expected to complete all assignments that were done in class during their absence.  Make-up work is the responsibility of the student, not the teacher. I am almost always available before school, after school, at lunch, or via e-mail to answer questions about what the student missed. Please ask for assistance in this manner. 

AS A PARENT

I encourage parents to see that their child is reading every night for at least thirty minutes in an environment that allows for minimal distraction.  Reading a novel away from computers, cell phones, and televisions is a good way to prevent your child from distraction.  While technology can be used as a support (merriam-webster.com, etc.), all too often it provides a way of undermining precious study time.

GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE YEAR   

SEMESTER ONE  
Mini - Unit 1:  Introduction to annotating annotating a text, paraphrasing key points, and writing a summary.
Unit 2:
Wiesel's Night and various non-fiction text (Marshall, Powell, etc.) exploring the theme of human brutality:  How can human beings be 
so brutal?  When faced with brutality, how will a person maintain hope?

Skills:  Annotating a text; paraphrasing text; writing a summary; writing an analytical paragraph

Skills:  Breaking down a writing prompt


Skills:  Writing an essay that synthesizes from various sources

Unit 3:  Power of New Media (Carr's "Is Google Making Us Stupid" and other articles)

Skills:  Revisit annotating a text; paraphrasing text; writing a summary; writing an analytical paragraph

Skills:  Speak and articulate on complex subjects; use media to record spoken work on elaborate concepts
Unit 4:  District's Common Core Unit:  Alvarez's In the Time of the Butterflies 


Skills:  Students will build critical reading, thinking, writing, listening, and speaking skills as they 


read, analyze, discuss, and write about a novel.
Unit 5:  Speeches (featuring speeches by G.W. Bush, Martin Luther King Jr., and Bill Clinton)

Skills:  Analyze rhetorical devices:  ethos, pathos, and logos in several speeches 
Semester One Final:  On Demand Writing
SEMESTER TWO  
Unit 6:  Dante Alighieri's Inferno:  Canto 34 

Skills:  Produce a product that displays an understanding of the concepts of allegory and allusion in a piece of art
Unit 7:  On Demand Writing & Breaking Down a Prompt Revisited:  Analytical Writing
Unit 8:  Research Essay
Unit 9: Reading and writing from an aesthetic approach/evaluating structural elements of plot:  Shakespeare's Macbeth

Skills:  Analyze literary devices


Skills:  Compare Macbeth to other historical figures (the Lady Macbeth of Rwanda, as detailed on Shoah Foundation's site).
Late Spring:  Shoah Foundation's IWitness video contest (deadline still to be announced)
Mini-Unit 10:  Excerpt of Machiavelli's The Art of War, excerpt of Golding's Lord of the Flies, and excerpt of Brook's Lord of the Flies

Skills:  Provide a written analysis that proposes the building of a structure that provides protection professed by Machiavelli, that could 
serve within a dystopian environment; demonstrate an understanding of allegorical figures
Semester Two Final:  Presentation

REGARDING THE PARENT CONTRACT OF SUPPORT: Please complete, sign, and return to your child so that he or she can turn it in to Mr. McAvoy.
Approximate Assignment Distribution (point system)


Daily work - 30%


Essays/Projects/Presen-


      tations - 35%


Participation & Extra Credit - 5%


Assessments/Quizzes/Tests - 20%


Homework - 10%








